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“Confrontation, for sure. | don’t like getting into it with people. If someone makes me mad, | don’t
say anything about it. I'm a pushover. It sucks.” -

The Chronicle-News Trinidad, Colorado
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“Nothing is difficult. | used to own my own company in Colorado Springs. We did remodeling. | just
broke my leg cutting a tree down but it’s not too difficult.”

— Robert Sandoval, retired construction contractor, Trinidad

Jessica Osteen, marketing coordinator, Toot'n Totum gas stations, Amarillo, TX

“Knowing and loving myself, my characteristics and talents, and figuring out who | am. RuPaul said

‘Know thyself.” That inspired me, to find and know myself.”

to do really go
good enough?”

— Patrick Blaisure, home-school senior, Raton

TIM KELLER’S CONNECTIONS
“What is difticult for you?”

Photos by Tim Keller / The Chronicle-News

“Trying to live up to people’s expectations. I'm taking a year off college. People expect you to start,
ood. I'm doing dance and working in the public defender’s office. Do you think that’s

- Renee Martinez, Trinidad

COLORADO CASE

Supreme Court will
take up case about
juror’s racial bias

MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)— The Supreme Court agreed Mon-
day to decide whether jurors’ claims of racially charged
comments by another juror can overcome the need for se-
crecy in jury deliberations.

The justices will hear an appeal from a Hispanic man in
Colorado who says he did not have a fair trial because a ju-
ror made offensive comments about Mexicans.

The remarks came to light when two other jurors told
the defendant’s lawyer about them. Courts rarely allow ju-
rors to reveal what went on during their deliberations.

But defendant Miguel Angel Pena Rodriguez argues that
the comments were so bad they deprived him of his consti-
tutional right to trial by an impartial jury.

The high court will hear the case in the fall.

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund and
the National Congress of American Indians are among the
groups backing Pena Rodriguez. They provided the justices
with examples of other trials in which jurors uttered slurs
or made derogatory remarks about Native American, Afri-
can-American and Hispanic defendants.

Colorado tried to dissuade the court from taking up the
case by arguing there was overwhelming evidence against
Pena Rodriguez and that no juror suggested that the offen-
sive comments affected or persuaded anyone else.

After a jury convicted Pena Rodriguez of unlawful sex-
ual contact and harassment involving teenage sisters at
a Denver-area horse race track, two jurors provided his
lawyer with sworn statements claiming that a third ju-
ror made derogatory remarks about Mexican men before
voting guilty.

TOWN & COUNTRY ESTATES
RIEAILT Y
%

Ph.:

“I think he did it because he’s Mexican and Mexican
men take whatever they want,” is one of several racially
tinged statements attributed to the juror identified in court
records by the initials H.C. In another comment, the juror
is said to have cast doubt on an alibi provided by a Hispanic
witness for Pena Rodriguez because the witness was “an
illegal.” The witness testified that he was in the country
legally.

But three separate courts in Colorado said those state-
ments could not be used to upend Pena Rodriguez’s convic-
tion because of a long-standing rule that prohibits jurors
from testifying about what happens during deliberations.
The rule, found in both federal and state law, is intended
to promote the finality of verdicts and to shield jurors from
outside influences.

The Supreme Court also has been unwilling to intrude
on deliberations, although Justice Sonia Sotomayor sug-
gested in a footnote to her opinion in a 2014 case that “there
may be cases of juror bias so extreme that, almost by defini-
tion, the jury trial right has been abridged.”

Based on Monday’s order, the court will explore wheth-
er Pena Rodriguez’s case qualifies.

The case is Pena Rodriguez v. Colorado, 15-606.
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The Supreme Court is weighing whether to hear a case involving
claims of racial bias by a Colorado juror that features compet-
ing tenets of the legal system: the right to trial by an impartial
jury versus the secrecy of jury deliberations. The court could say
Monday whether it will take up the case in the fall.

TRINIDAD FOOT CLINIC
Dr. James C. Dill
will hold a clinic on
April 7, 2016

H.R. Sayre Senior Center, 1222 San Pedro
For an appointment call 846-3336

We treat corns, calluses, nail problems,
hammertoes, bunions, and sports injuries.

NEW ADDRESS
431 University St. / Trinidad, CO 81082
719-846-1515 / Fax: 719-846-0707
Email: info@townandcountryestates.net

Web: www.townandcountryestates.net

Dear valued customers, partners and friends!

We are delighted to announce that we have relocated our office to
431 University Street, formerly the home of Trinidad Realty and that

Carol Brimmeier has joined Town & Country Estates Realty, Inc.

We wish to extend our thanks for your support throughout the years and
look forward to your continued patronage as we move into the future.

We are really proud to be a part of your success stories and business

growth.

Best regards,

Ed Trommeter, Broker

and the Professional Staff at Town & Country Estates Realty, Inc.

Carol Brimmeier - Christine Doering - Catherine Hilly-Redgate

Michael Gonzales - Nancy N Lake - Francesca Villani - Lisa Woods - Dave Zuech

2 GREAT OFFERS

EVERY WEEK AT

KFC

Kentucky Fried Chicken

SPECIAL OFFER MONDAYS ONLY

2-PIECE 3299

M EAl plus tax | no substitutions
leg and thigh

lunch or dinner | no limit
individual mashed potatoes with brown gravy
1 fresth prepared biscuit

SPECIAL OFFER WEDNESDAYS ONLY

CHICKEN 3299

plus tax | no substitutions
MEAl lunch or dinner | no limit

chicken fried steak with white gravy
individual mashed potatoes with white gravy
1freshly prepared biscuit

DINE IN = DRIVE THRU = CARRY OUT

TRINIDAD 212 Nevada  719-846-7723
02015 KFCC




