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OVER THE PASS

CONNECTIONS

“What makes you happy?”
By Tim Keller
Correspondent
The Chronicle-News

Photos by Tim Keller / The Chronicle-News

“My dogs! They’re all piled in the truck right now. I got a sweat-
shirt last Christmas that says ‘Dogs make me happy—You, not 
so much.’ They’ll call me the crazy dog lady of Trinidad. I’m pret-
ty much part dog.” 

– Judy Baker, dog wellness center, new to Trinidad

“What makes me happy is making my wife happy. I like that. A happy wife is a good wife. I’d like to 
be happy more often, which means I need to make her happy more often. Sometimes it’s financial, 
like having more money at the end of the month than we’d expected. Going to a movie makes her 
happy.” 

– Dave Pavletich, retired, seasonal H&R Block, Trinidad

“Family and friends. Traveling with them, or traveling to them. Most of my friends and my daughter 
are in Denver. I have good friends and family in Kim. The rest of my family is back in the southeast. 
I left. I’m the renegade.” 

– Nancy Tibbetts Broce, retired educator, part-time teacher at Holy Trinity, Trinidad

“The Broncos winning! It’s been a happy year. For happiness 
when the season’s over? I bowl. I’m in two bowling leagues and 
I sub in three others. I average in the mid-180s, although that 
doesn’t make me happy. I used to average in the mid-190s. My 
high game was a 290.” 

– Les Roybal, county road crew. Trinidad
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DENVER HOCKEY

Blackhawks pound 
Avalanche 6-3 for 
7th straight win 
JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Marian Hossa’s 492nd goal was a re-
lief. His second one of the night was business as usual.

Hossa snapped a career-long 14-game scoring drought 
with two goals and the Chicago Blackhawks rolled to a 6-3 
victory over the Colorado Avalanche on Sunday night that 
extended their season-high win streak to seven.

“When I was younger, I tried to do a little too much,” said 
Hossa, who turns 37 on Tuesday. “I’ve learned over those 
years, if the puck doesn’t go in, try to use your instincts, stay 
positive. Eventually it’s going to go in. And I know it’s been 
such a long time. It feels good.”

Patrick Kane also scored two goals and Chicago chased 
Semyon Varlamov while improving to 18-5-1 at home. Jona-
than Toews had a goal and two assists, Brandon Mashinter 
scored his second career goal and Corey Crawford had 34 
saves.

The Blackhawks (58 points) moved within four points of 
idle Dallas for the top spot in the Western Conference.

“It seems like we’re trending in the right direction,” 
Kane said. “Keep building off this level we’re at right now.”

Varlamov was pulled after Kane’s NHL-best 13th power-
play goal made it 4-2 at 12:25 of the second. The 27-year-old 
Varlamov went 11-3 with a 1.80 goals-against average in his 
first 15 appearances against Chicago but has dropped each 
of his last two starts against the Blackhawks, allowing four 
goals in each one.

“I mean, we’re in the battle for a playoff spot, but when 
we’re going to have nights like this and we’re just going to 
rest him, that’s all,” Avalanche coach Patrick Roy said. “I’ll 
put him back in the next game. We’re going to play him a 
lot, that’s all.”

Matt Duchene had two goals and an assist for Colorado, 
which had won three in a row and four of six. Nathan MacK-
innon also scored and Calvin Pickard finished with 13 stops 
in relief of Varlamov, who had 16 saves.

Duchene got his fourth goal in four games and 21st this 
season to trim Chicago’s lead to 3-2 at 9:18 of the second. But 
the reigning Stanley Cup champions responded with an im-
pressive offensive flurry over the final part of the period.

“Defensively I don’t think we were where we needed to 
be tonight,” Duchene said. “We gave up some pretty good 
chances and kind of hung our goalies out to dry a couple of 
times.”

After Kane picked up his 25th goal, Toews drove a slap 
shot over Pickard’s glove for his 16th of the season. Hossa 
then finished off a pretty passing sequence for Chicago’s top 
line, making it 6-2 at 18:42.

Hossa also scored off a nice pass by defenseman Niklas 
Hjalmarsson just 1:39 into the second. He raised his arms 
into the air after his first goal since Dec. 6.

“It’s something new in my career to learn to think posi-
tive this long, to not get too frustrated,” Hossa said. “Just 

keep working hard. I was getting chances. The puck just 
doesn’t go in.”

—
NOTES: Colorado had won five in a row at the United Cen-

ter. ... Duchene has scored at least 20 goals in each of the last 
three seasons. ... Blackhawks D Duncan Keith played in his 
800th career game. ... F Bryan Bickell was a healthy scratch 
for Chicago. Bickell has no goals and two assists in 23 games 
this season. ... Chicago coach Joel Quenneville is hopeful F 
Richard Panik will be able to join the team on Monday. Panik 
was acquired in a trade with Toronto last weekend, but has 
been dealing with a visa issue. ... The Avalanche scratched Ds 
Erik Johnson and Brandon Gormley and R Chris Wagner.

AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast 
Colorado Avalanche goalie Semyon Varlamov (1) makes as save on a point black shot by Chicago Blackhawks left wing Bryan Bickell 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015, in Chicago. 


