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Over the Pass

TRINIDAD-RATON CONNECTION

“What’s your favorite 
food?”
By Tim Keller
Correspondent 
The Chronicle-News

Photos by Tim Keller / The Chronicle-News

“I have lots of favorite foods but tacos is tops. I fill crispy corn 
tortillas with ground beer, lettuce and cheese, then my own hot 
sauce that I make with tomatoes and chiles.” 

– Virginia Villani, retired (Trinidad)

“Being Italian, I have to say spaghetti and meatballs. The secret 
is the sauce, and having somebody who knows how to make it. 
My sister and my mother have made the best.” 

– Tony Pesavento, former Raton mayor and  
pharmacist (Raton)

“I love food. My favorite is Mexican. If I have to choose it’d be 
green chile and Spanish rice. I make my own green chile with 
pork, chiles, tomatoes, garlic salt and flour. My green chile blows 
Adam Sperandio’s out of this world.”

 – Reagen Rico, receptionist/cashier,  
The Chronicle-News (Trinidad)

“Mexican, deer tamales and tripas, which are cow intestines. I 
make my own deer tamales. I hunt. I get tripas in Texas, around 
Dalhart and Dumas. They cook tripas in its own oil on a pair of 
plow discs, then add beer, lemon and lime.” 

– Cynthia Thompson, stay-at-home-mom and  
mountain woman (Raton)

“Beef. Steak. Ribeye. Medium. I grill it myself. I buy it from Mossi-
man’s ranch and have it butchered by Lee Dixon at High Country 
Meats. ” 

– Jonathan Arthur, owner, Arthur Rolloff, Inc. (Raton)

“When all is said and done, a really good bucatini pasta with a 
homemade sauce of capers, Kalamata olives, chile peppers and 
some Italian sausage thrown in.” 

– Pamela Serafini, farm girl/former chef (Trinidad)

Farmers fall short in run for State ... Continued from Page 1

“We played this game the same as always,” Farmers 
head coach Gabe Dasko stated. “We played tough. They just 
brought it more than we did. They have athletes at five po-
sitions and when you have that much firepower, it’s hard 
to contain.” 

The Cougars struck first blood on their very first offen-
sive play from scrimmage early in the first quarter when 
quarterback Trey Walter took an option keeper up the 
middle untouched for 88-yards and a 6-0 lead. The Farmers 
remained un phased, however and went right back to their 
game plan of methodical drives and clock management. 

The Farmers’ game plan worked to perfection as they 
drove down the field on their next possession and took the 
lead capping a 7:00, 70-yard drive with a seven-yard touch-
down pass from senior Tyson Montoya to sophomore Kyle 
Kreutzer. The two teams exchanged one more score a piece 
in the quarter before heading into halftime with a 22-15 
Sedgwick County lead. 

The one possession lead at halftime was the closest the 
Cougars had seen all season long and the Farmers had the 
Cougars on the ropes. They couldn’t keep the momentum 
going in the second half as they were outscored 30-6. The 
lone Hoehne touchdown came on a one-yard run from 
Hunter Robins with 3:30 left in the third quarter that made 
the score 30-21. It was Robins’ second score on the after-
noon. 

Despite the lack of point production, the Farmers of-
fense was pretty productive as they ended the day with 369 
yards of total offense that included 255 on the ground from 
the three-headed monster of Jacob Yates, Jared Smith and 
Hunter Robins. Tyson Montoya also added 114 yards and 
one score through the air. The defense, however, gave up 
over 400 yards of offense and was torched on big scoring 
plays of 88, 71, 49 and 52 yards. 

In an interview with ColoradoPreps.com, Sedgwick 
County head coach Chris Michel said the game was one of 
the toughest more physical games his team had played all 
year.  

“Hoehne did a great job at running the ball on us. We 
had to allow our defense to make some big stops in the game 
and they did the job. The Farmers do a good job at running 

the ball. They were getting three and four 
yards at a time on us and we finally stepped 
up and got some big stops late in the game. 
You get this deep in the playoffs and it’s good 
to get tested by a great team like Hoehne and 
still come out on top,” Michel said. 

“We drove the ball pretty well on offense 
and kept to the game plan pretty good, they 
were just so explosive on offense,” said Das-
ko. “They scored off two big passes and one 
big run in the first half because we didn’t 
play our positions defensively. I told them at 
halftime we couldn’t afford to miss our assignments on de-
fense, but Sedgwick County is really disciplined and they 
made us pay. You can’t afford to sit there and match them 
point for point.”

The Farmers will finish the season an overall record 
of 8-3 for the second consecutive year. They claimed the 
Southern Conference for the fifth time in six years with an 
undefeated league record. They will lose four seniors due 
to graduation but will return a very experienced group of 
sophomores and juniors to help build around for the future. 

The seniors will be sadly missed however, as they repre-
sented the last of a legacy that won two state titles in three 

years. The 30-7 record they accumulated in their four-year 
career will have them go down as one of the winningest 
classes in Farmer history.  

For the Farmers’ fearless leader, saying goodbye to the 
class he started his career with was a bittersweet thing, but 
said that the kids next year were going to have some big 
shoes to fill. “It was an honor to be able to coach them, and 
I thank them for all the memories. They are great kids and 
they’re going to leave some awful big shoes to fill,” he said. 

Team		 1Q	 2Q	 3Q	 4Q	 Total
SCHS		 6	 16	 16	 14	 52
HHS		  0	 15	 6	 0	 21
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The No. 8 ranked Hoehne Farmers faced off 
against the top ranked Sedgwick County Cou-
gars Saturday afternoon at Jasper Butero Field 
in Hoehne for the second round of the Colorado 
1-A 8-Man playoffs. The Farmers played the No. 
1 team in the land tough, but came up short of 
the victory. Farmer running back Jacob Yates 
carries the ball through the Sedgwick County de-
fense Saturday afternoon. Yates was one of three 
Farmer running backs that combined for 255 
rushing yards in the 52-21 loss to the Cougars.

Hoehne safety Jared Smith is stiff armed by Sedgwick County 
quarterback Trey Walter in Saturday’s action in Hoehne. Walter 
accounted for four touchdowns in the Cougar’s 52-21 victory 
over the Farmers.


