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Y O U R  B E S T  N E W S  A N D  A D V E R T I S I N G  S O U R C E

By Tim Keller
Special to The Chronicle-News

RATON — In a summer sea-
son otherwise devoted to comedy
and music, this weekend’s open-
ing of “Web of Murder” provides
Shuler Theater audiences with a
change of pace and scenery.

The moody murder mystery is
set in a gloomy mansion on a
remote bluff over the Pacific
Ocean where unpleasant matri-
arch Minerva Osterman, played
by Janese Little, has been con-
fined to a wheelchair long enough
to have drawn up a will.

For a reading of the will, she
gathers everyone that stands to
benefit, including her spinster
daughter, her nieces and their
partners, her housekeeper, and
her doctor.

Before the will can be read,
however, there’s a death. Then
another. Then another.

There’s a deck of cards and
lots of lighting and sound effects.

Playwright Jonathan Troy’s
1964 murder mystery is filled with
suspense and atmosphere.

Kaleidoscope Players artistic
director Gail Dixon-Willden
selected the play for its “interest-
ing characters, secret passages
and hidden compartments, a good
mysterious premise, and a creepy
isolated location.”

For a director, she chose Raton
native son TJ Mendez who had
great success last year directing
“Love, Sex, and the I.R.S.”

“He had asked to direct some-
thing challenging this year,” she
says.

Mendez began with the set
design, an edgy and disjointed
mansion interior in which walls
are only suggested. Paintings
hang suspended and off kilter. A
door stands without a wall to hold

it.
He created lighting and sound

effects to heighten the tension.
Finally, he stirred in an

impressive cast of both local and
visiting actors.

Jillian Solano and Brenda
Ferri play Minerva Osterman’s
daughter and housekeeper,
respectively. David Trudeau is
Osterman’s physician.

Bethany Hernandez and
Catherine Herrick play
Osterman’s nieces, accompanied
by their beaus played by Jason
Wells and Zach Salazar.

That leaves one mysterious
part played by H.M. Burleson at
“The Man.”

The plot is reminiscent of last
November’s Shuler Theater pro-

duction of Agatha Christie’s mur-
der mystery, “And Then There
Were None.” In both, the fun for
the audience is in trying to figure
out “whodunit.”

In the tangled “Web of
Murder,” it won’t be an easy puz-
zle to solve.

“Web of Murder” opens
Saturday night with a 7:30 p.m.

curtain, followed by a matinee at
2:30 p.m. Sunday. Additional
evening performances will be pre-
sented next Thursday and Aug. 2
and 3.

General admission tickets are
available at the door — $15 adults,
$13 seniors, and $5 children.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Shuler Theater, (575)
445-4746.
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When the “Web of Murder” cast broke from rehearsals for a group photo this week, they enjoyed striking poses that might give clues to solving the play’s mur-
der mystery. From left are actors Jillian Solano, Brenda Ferri, Catherine Herrick, Janese Little, David Trudeau, Bethany Hernandez, Jason Wells and Zach
Salazar. Mysteriously not included is H.M. Burleson.

Shuler spins ‘Web of Murder’ this weekend
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The deadline has been

extended until Monday to
register for a pontoon boat
tour of Trinidad Lake that
will discuss the history of
seven former area coal min-
ing towns.

The tours, which will
focus on mining towns that
were evacuated when
Trinidad Lake was created,

are scheduled July 26 and
27.

Many of the towns,
including Sopris, now lie
under the lake.

LoRetta Archuletta, who
has interviewed many of
the towns’ former residents,
will lead the boat tour.

The tours start at 8 a.m.
at the Trinidad Lake State
Park visitors center and will

include a picnic lunch.
To register, call the

Trinidad History Museum
or stop by 312 E. Main
Street.

The tours are sponsored
by the Department of Parks
and Wildlife, the Trinidad
History Museum and the
Colorado Tourism
Department.

Deadline extended to register for boat tours

‘Song’ wrapping up its run
Courtesy Michael Tranter

The musical “They’re Playing Our Song,” ends its run at the Massari Performing Arts Theater this
week. The final shows by the Southern Colorado Repertory Theater will be tonight, Friday and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m.


