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Richie Lee rocks Shuler erowd back to the ’50s

By Tim Keller
Special to The Chronicle-
News

RATON — Richie Lee
and the Fabulous 50s took
Raton by storm Thursday
night in a Shuler Theater
concert that danced its way
through many of the great-
est songs of the decade that
spawned the birth of rock
and roll.

Sporting a gorgeous
Gretsch hollow body elec-
tric guitar and backed by
rhythm guitar, electric bass,
and drums, Lee’s youthful
charm and rocking licks
quickly won over an audi-
ence tightly packed into the
Shuler.

At 21 years, Lee is
already a road-proven veter-
an. He formed Richie Lee
and the Fabulous 50s in his
hometown of Des Moines,
Towa, when he was 13, hav-
ing discovered early rock
and roll when he was 6
years old. An impressive
multi-instrumentalist — he
also played electric bass
Thursday night and a
showy drum tour de force
on the surf classic
“Wipeout” — Lee and his
backing band tour inces-
santly: the Raton show was
one of six consecutive one-
nighters played in the states
of Montana, Colorado, New
Mexico, Kansas and

Nebraska, in that order.
As the musicians took
the stage Thursday, the first
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Richie Lee plays guitar during a concert at the Shuler Theater in Raon Thursday night. The 21-year-old rocker wowed a wildly enthu-
siastic crowd with his star power and Gretsch hollow body electric guitar.

impression was visually
troubling: rhythm guitarist
Dan Jones and bassist Mike
Davidson looked like they
got the week off from mid-
dle management positions
at IBM; Lee’s gaudy deep-
cut blue shirt added to the
impression that the group
had raided the Bee Gees’
closet for cheap black and
blue polyesters. The cos-
tumes were tacky and off
by at least a decade.
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We offer fast friendly service at a
competative rate. Let our staff give
you a pleasurable experience that
you wont find anywhere else.

(Located at exit 18/ 1-25 in Trinidad)
16011 C.R. 71.1 TRINIDAD, CO 81082
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Specializing in:

* ALIGNMENTS

* CLUTCHES

*SHOCKS

*A/C SERVICE

*RV REPAIR

*TIRES

*and MUCH,
MUCH MORE!!

For ALL Your
Automotive and
Towing Needs

27670

BUSINESS HOURS
M-F 8-5 PM.

SAT 9-12 PM.

* Foreign & Domestic Cars & Trucks
* Uni-Body Specialists

* Fiberglass Work

* Radiator Repair

® Free Inspection on Coolant System

INSURANCE WORK WELCOME
Ask about our fully guaranteed work

(719) 846-6071

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
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U Bump *Em - We Fix ’Em

CORrRADINO

AUTO BODY & RADIATOR SHOP, INC.
124 North Maple ¢ Trinidad, CO 81082

Complete Auto Body Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

EICHIEF
AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS.
Velocity Laser
Measuring System

Est. 1917

® Minor & Major Repairs

* Original Paint Matched

* Glass Installation

® Heat Core Repair

® Over 100 Years Combined Experience
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Trinidad’s Car and Truck Leader in
Sales, Car Rentals and Leasing

732 N. Commercial, Trinidad
(719) 846.3318

Nana & Nano %
Monteleone’s (s
Deli & Pasta House®
418 E. Main ¢ (719) 846-2696
Sit down, Take-out

Fresh lunch meat and variety cheese

Spaghetti, Rigatoni, Ravioli,
Meatball and Sausage Sandwich

Fran sells Meatballs, sauce and Italian Dressing

It didn’t matter. From
Lee’s first guitar notes, the
audience joined Lee’s
joyride through 26 of the
best songs from the first
burst of the new music
called rock and roll. I was
sitting next to a 5th-grade
boy and 9th-grade girl: their
faces wore big ear-to-ear
smiles throughout Lee’s
two 45-minute sets. You did-
n’t have to remember the
1950s to be swept up.

GARDEN SHOP WILL BE

OPEN APRIL 10TH Wik

__NEW BBBSEED,
20, N
POTTERY, GARDEN ART,
BIRD BATHS, AND
INDOOR FOUNTAINS
FROM THE POTTERY
PATCH.

Tinda's Alterations

(n9) 846-8223

1144 Robingon Ave(Bioy 12)ioest

Crinidvad, €6 81082
T. Barron

It wasn’t just Lee and his
solid rhythm section
anchored by drummer
Jason Kempis: the co-star
was the songs themselves.
The “Fabulous” in the
band’s name really refers to
the remarkable songs creat-
ed in rock and roll’s first
decade.

Opening with Jerry Lee
Lewis’s “Whole Lotta
Shakin’ Goin’ On,” Lee and
company brought out the

Mix) * 719-846-4170
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Pamela Salapich Nelson, LLC

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Have you been denied
Social Security Disability?

Now accepting Social Security Disability denial Cases

Please contact Pamela at:

719-846-8298 / 122 W. First St. Trinidad Co. 81082

Still practicing in

the areas of Estate

Planning, Probate,
Family law, and
Civil Litigation

YOUR BEST NEWS AND ADVERTISING SOURCE

carefree fun in songs by
Chuck Berry, Ricky Nelson,
Eddie Cochran, Bobby
Darin, the Everly Brothers,
Richie Valens, the Bobby
Fuller Four, the Ventures
and the McCoys.

Lee’s promotion sug-
gests that he’s a Buddy
Holly revival act. He opened
the second set as Buddy
Holly, but he wore the signa-
ture glasses uncomfortably
through “Peggy Sue,”

Low Rates
Trinidag

Locked

Lighted
Fences
Paved * New ¢ Clean

7 Day/
24 Hour Access

“Maybe Baby,” and “That’ll
Be the Day.” He was glad to
discard them for “Rave On,”
perhaps correctly sensing
that this music was too real
and too fun to need gim-
micks.

If Lee wanted to be a
revival act, he’d do better to
take on Elvis Presley. When
a standing ovation brought
him back on stage for an
encore, he left his guitar on
its stand to sing “Hound
Dog” from the front edge of
the stage.

The amazing powers of
Elvis are best seen in “Elvis
’56,” the film documentary
of the electrifying year he
turned 21 and won fame.
For one triumphant song,
21-year-old Richie Lee chan-
neled that Elvis at the
Shuler Thursday night,
ignoring all the bloated
clichés repeated by every
other Elvis impersonator to
recreate the youthful first
moves that shocked and
thrilled the world in 1956. It
was exhilarating.

By then, Lee had so
stirred up the audience that
it took him more than 15
minutes to work his way up
the aisle to the lobby, sign-
ing autographs at each step.
Here was a performer with
a great future; the new fans
gathering around him for
autographs were hoping
that his future will bring
him back many times to
Raton.
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Easy Access
1-25 Exit 18
Just South of

the Rest Area
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INSURORS

SINCE 1925

AUTO *« HOME
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Representing The Hartford

719-846-3353

FAX: 719-846-0690
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Curves < Complete
DIET + EXERCISE + MOTIVATION

A weight loss plan that has it all so you can lose it all!

Curives
413 N Commercial St.

719-846-0700
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o Sales ¢ Service ¢ Parts
* Body Shop
426 E. Main St.,

Trinidad
719-846-4100
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