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‘Christmas Carol’ makes annual return to Shuler

By Tim Keller
The Chronicle-News

RATON — Charles Dickens’s yuletide
classic “A Christmas Carol” returns to the
Shuler Theater this week for its 10th annu-
al community theater production. With
such iconic characters as Ebenezer
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Mr. and
Mrs. Fezziwig, Marley’s Ghost, and
Christmases Past, Present and Future, the
local production brings to the stage more
than 60 cast members from several genera-
tions and from all over Colfax County —
Raton, Springer, Cimarron, Capulin,
Folsom, and Des Moines.

Add the unseen crew members making
it all possible and there are closer to 100
people for artistic director Gail Dixon-
Willden to wrangle. “This is my fourth year
directing ‘Christmas Carol,’” she says.
“The mark of a good script is being able to
fall in love with the show year after year.
And this play does that for me. It gets me in
the mood for Christmas, and reminds me
what this season is all about. I feel blessed
to be able to work on this play with my chil-
dren and with the marvelous group of peo-
ple in the show this year.”

She’s assisted by music director Michael
D. Higgins, kids’ music director Bill Crary,

and production stage manager Mariah
Fleming who herself directs three crew Part of the fun will be seeing how everyone

Tim Keller/Special to The Chronicle-News

Charles Dickens’s beloved “A Christmas Carol” returns to Raton’s Shuler Theater this week for its
10th annual yuletide production. The community theater favorite, with its cast of more than 60
players and singers, will be presented Thursday and Friday nights, plus a Sunday matinee.

chiefs and three assistant stage managers.

manages to pull off such a huge production
of mostly amateur actors.

Willden explains, “It's a huge cast again,
but that's what makes ‘Christmas Carol’ so
special. We have some new faces, as well as
many returning for another year. So much
talent in this area, and this is the play to
showcase it. With the start of Raton’s chil-
dren's chorale programs, the number of
children playing orphans has doubled.”

Joe Zink returns for his fifth consecu-
tive season inhabiting the lead role of
Scrooge. Mark Jansen moves over to the
role of Marley’s Ghost. After last year’s
absence, Sue and John Martin return to
their roles as the Fezziwigs. Carol Crary,
Michael Porter, and Chickey Lee Gomez
are Christmases Past, Present, and Future.
Bob Cratchit is played by Matt Fleming; his
son Tiny Tim is Zebediah Medina.

General admission tickets will be avail-
able at the door — adults $10, seniors $8,
children $5. Showtimes will be 7 p.m.
Thursday and Friday nights. A Sunday
matinee begins at 2 p.m. Produced by the
Santa Fe Trail School for the Performing
Arts, information is available from the
Shuler Theater office, 575-445-4746.
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‘ONE TOW AND YOUR HOOKED’
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Specializing in:
* ALIGNMENTS
* CLUTCHES
*SHOCKS
*A/C SERVICE
*RV REPAIR
*TIRES
*and MUCH,

MUCH MORE!!

For ALL Your
Automotive and
Towing Needs

We offer fast friendly service at a
competative rate. Let our staff give
you a pleasurable experience that
you wont find anywhere else.

(Located at exit 18/ 1-25 in Trinidad)
16011 C.R. 71.1 TRINIDAD, CO 81082

(719)845-1810 (3866) KELLYS1

www.kellystowingandrecovery.com

BUSINESS HOURS

M-F 8-5 PM.
SAT 9-12 PM.

27670

416 State St., Trinidad, CO 81082 (FEyNg
719-846-4422 b

Maggie & ‘Moz

« Antiques

+ Decorating
for the Home

- Estate Sales

Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm
719-846-2700 '
For Sunday Appointments
Call 719-680-9050

113 N. Commercial St.
Trinidad, CO 81082

3992

o Sales ¢ Service ¢ Parts
* Body Shop
426 E. Main St.,

Trinidad
719-846-4100
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U Bump *Em = We Fix ’Em
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AUTO BODY & RADIATOR SHOP, INC.
124 North Maple  Trinidad, CO 81082 @t:HIEF
Velocity Laser

Complete Auto Body Repair  Fst. 1917 L dy ol

FREE ESTIMATES
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® Minor & Major Repairs
* Original Paint Matched
® Glass Installation
® Heat Core Repair

® Uni-Body Specialists
® Fiberglass Work
e Radiator Repair

® Free Inspection on Coolant System ® Over 100 Years Combined Experience

INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

Ask about our fully guaranteed work

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Towing
Available

(719) 846-6071
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J & JMOTORS

Trinidad’s Car and Truck Leader in
Sales, Car Rentals and Leasing

732 N. Commerecial, Trinidad
(719) 846.3318

Nana & Nano
Monteleone’s
Deli & Pasta Hou JMS

418 E. Main ¢ (719) 846-2696
Sit down, Take-out
Fresh lunch meat and variety cheese

Spaghetti, Rigatoni, Ravioli,
Meatball and Sausage Sandwich

Fran sells Meatballs, sauce and Italian Dressing

Nothing in Life is FREE

Exception ... Windshield Repair
Most insurance companies will waive your deductible,
not increase your premium, and pay the repair costs in
full with no cost to you! Ask your insurance agent.

“ED R.BEARDEN -

STAR TEK II

Mobile Windshield Repair
719-680-7827 = 719-846-1511

Tinva's Qltevations

(n9) 846-8223

1144 Robinson Gve(Biuy 12)ivest
Trinidad, €O 81082
Gtoner: Linda T. Barrun

Pamela Salapich Nelson, LLC

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Have you been denied
Social Security Disability?

Now accepting Social Security Disability denial Cases

Please contact Pamela at:

719-846-8298 / 122 W. First St. Trinidad Co. 81082

Still practicing in
the areas of Estate
Planning, Probate,
Family law, and

Civil Litigation

YOUR BEST NEWS AND ADVERTISING SOURCE

INSURORS

SINCE 1925

AUTO * HOME
BUSINESS

Representing The Hartford

719-846-3353

N

FAX: 719-846-0690
1ST NATIONAL BANK BLDG. (2ND FLOOR)

Curves

30-minute Workout Burn up to 500 calories with
Cardio & Strength training CurvesSmart®

Free monthly Weight Free Health & Fitness

Management Classes DVD presentations

Curves Trinidad

413 N. Commercial
719-846-0700 \
curves.com Healthways /e
Over 10,000 locations Sneakers

worldwide. Fitness Program
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Trinidag

Locked
Lighted
Fences

Paved * New ¢ Clean

7 Day/
24 Hour Access

7%

Easy Access
1-25 Exit 18
Just South of
the Rest Area




