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PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — President Donald 
Trump has tapped Army Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster, a 
prominent military strategist known as a creative 
thinker, as his new national security adviser, replac-
ing the ousted Michael Flynn.

Trump announced the pick Monday at his Palm 
Beach, Florida, club and said McMaster is “a man of 
tremendous talent and tremendous experience.”

In a White House statement issued late Monday, 
McMaster said he was honored to serve in his new 
role, adding, “The safety of the American people and 
the security of the American homeland are our top 
priorities.”

The president’s choice further elevates the influ-
ence of military officers in the new administration. 
Trump, who has no military or foreign policy experi-
ence, has shown a strong preference for putting gener-
als in top roles. In this case, he tapped an active-duty 
officer for a post that’s sometimes used as a counter-
weight to the Pentagon. McMaster, who wore his uni-
form for the announcement, joins Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis and Homeland Security Secretary John 
Kelly, both retired generals, in Trump’s inner circle 
of national security advisers. , The White House said 
Monday McMaster plans to remain on active mili-
tary duty.

He will take on the challenge of leading a National 
Security Council that has not adjusted smoothly to 
Trump’s leadership. The president suggested he does 
not trust holdovers from the Obama administration 
and complained about leaks to reporters. His deci-
sion to put his top political adviser on the senior com-
mittee of the National Security Council drew sharp 
criticism. On Friday, the head of the council’s West-
ern Hemisphere division was fired after he criticized 
Trump’s policies and his inner circle of advisers.

Trump said Monday that retired Army Lt. Gen. 
Keith Kellogg, who had been his acting adviser, will 
now serve as the National Security Council chief of 
staff. He also said he would be asking John Bolton, 
a former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, to 
work with them in a “somewhat different capacity.”

McMaster is viewed as soldier-scholar and creative 
thinker. He has a doctoral degree in history from the 

University of North Carolina and has been heavily in-
volved in the Army’s efforts to shape its future force 
and its way of preparing for war. He is currently the 
director of the Army Capabilities Integration Center, 
a sort of military think tank, at Fort Eustis, Virginia.

Outside of the Army, he may be best known for his 
1997 book, “Dereliction of Duty,” a searing indictment 
of the U.S. government’s mishandling of the Vietnam 
War and an analysis of what he called the “lies that 
led to Vietnam.” The book earned him a reputation 
for being willing to speak truth to power.

McMaster commanded troops in both American 
wars in Iraq — in 1991, when he fought in a storied 
tank battle known as the Battle for 73 Easting, and 
again in 2005-2006 in one of the most violent periods of 
the insurgency that developed after the U.S.-led inva-
sion in 2003. He is credited with using innovative ap-
proaches to countering the insurgency in the north-
ern Iraqi city of Tal Afar when he commanded the 
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment. He later served as a 
special adviser to the top U.S. commander in Iraq.

McMaster was Trump’s second choice to replace 
Flynn, who has been under FBI investigation for his 
contacts with Russian officials. Trump dismissed 
Flynn last week after revelations that the adviser had 
misled Vice President Mike Pence about the nature of 
his discussion with Russia’s ambassador to the U.S. 
during the presidential transition. Trump said in a 
news conference Thursday that he was disappointed 
by how Flynn had treated Pence, but did not believe 
Flynn had done anything wrong by having the con-
versations.

Trump’s first choice to replace Flynn, retired Vice 
Adm. Robert Harward, turned down the offer.

Trump announced his choice sitting between Mc-
Master and Kellogg in a luxurious living room at the 
resort property. The president told reporters that 
Vice President Mike Pence had been involved in the 
process, but he did not elaborate.

Trump brought four candidates for the position 
to Mar-a-Lago over the weekend for in-person inter-
views, McMaster among them. McMaster called the 
appointment a “privilege.”

It was not clear how closely McMaster’s and 
Trump’s views align. On Russia, McMaster appears 
to hold a much dimmer view than Trump of Mos-

cow’s military and political objectives in Europe.
In remarks at the Center for Strategic and Inter-

national Studies in May 2016, McMaster said Russia 
managed to annex Crimea and intervene militarily 
in eastern Ukraine “at zero cost” from the interna-
tional community.

McMaster said Moscow’s broader goal is to “col-
lapse the post-Cold War security, economic and politi-
cal order in Europe and replace that order with some-
thing that is more sympathetic to Russian interests.”

In his current role, McMaster has been studying 
the way Russia developed and executed its campaigns 
in Crimea and Ukraine, where it used what some call 
“hybrid warfare” — part political, part disinforma-
tion, part military.

Sen. John McCain, an increasingly vocal Trump 
critic, called McMaster an “outstanding” choice.

“He is a man of genuine intellect, character, and 
ability. He knows how to succeed,” he said in a state-
ment. “I give President Trump great credit for this 
decision, as well as his national security cabinet 
choices.”

The position of national security adviser does not 
require Senate confirmation.

___
AP National Security Writer Bob Burns contrib-

uted to this report.
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Over the Pass

“Snakes, lizards, older cars and old antique stuff like clocks and radios, those radios that stand on 
legs and have tubes. I have an old Victrola record player with the big cone. It doesn’t have the RCA 
dog but it plays fine. People ask but I won’t sell it.” 

– Dave Montoya, Trinidad

“I’ve collected marbles ever since I was a kid. I have some that are really old. I used to work for a 
sprinkler business. Once in a while I’d dig up a great old marble. I have more than 100 marbles. I 
keep them in a flower vase.” 

– Thomas Moreno, healthcare worker, Trinidad

“I have some of my mother’s Indian pictures and my father’s wolf picture. I love knickknacks, dog-
gies and animals. And flowers and butterflies. They’re fake but at least they don’t die like dogs and 
animals do.” 

– Linda Evans, Trinidad

“Old family pictures. I still have my mom’s and grandma’s pictures. They bring back lots of memo-
ries. Mom got them from Grandma in boxes. She put them in albums that I like to look through 
about once a month. I have some out, too, that I see every day. My mom and dad’s wedding, my 
grandparents’ wedding license—I’ve got some good ones.” 

– Barbara Rosales, Aguilar
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“What have you collected?”
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Army Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster will be the new national secu-
rity adviser.


