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Sue Fleming
honored as
Raton Treasure
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Steett, former chairman of the
New Mexico State Arts
Commission, wrote, “Sue
Fleming was one of those most
responsible for the recent
development of the arts in the
State of New Mexico. She was
vice-chair of the commission
during a time of transition and
growth, and her leadership and
initiative made a tremendous
contribution to the outstanding
Arts Division we have today.”

Locally, Fleming has served
as the Raton Chamber of
Commerce director, Raton
Main Street director, RAHC
director, and owner/CEO of
Artists International, an
agency booking performers on
national tours. She was instru-
mental in creating the Raton
Treasure award, which has
also been awarded to such local
arts luminaries as Marv
Newton and Bill Fegan. She
currently serves as president of
the RAHC board of directors.

In remarks to her well-wish-
ers, Fleming thanked all, then
gave an impassioned speech in
support of the arts, the very
sort of advocacy which led to
her being named the 2009
Raton Treasure.

She especially praised the
Raton Junior Arts Council,
comprised of local high school
students, as the future of the
growing arts community in
Raton. She built a persuasive
case for her most compelling
line, “The arts are the expres-
sions of our souls.”

Trinidad minister is set to travel to
Pakistan to fulfill his mission
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“Pakistan is the only Muslim nation that has taken a stand
against the Taliban and Al-Qaida. There is a lot of turmoil there
but it has opened the door for the Gospel. We’re going and believ-
ing in God for miracles to happen there. Pakistan is a hot spot in
the world but somebody has to go there to preach the Word.

“When your pastor goes there, you are all going there with
him,” John told the Trinidad church congregation. “I want what
God wants (and that) is more important than what His people
want.”

But providing security for such a mission into a world hot spot
is first and foremost. Just to obtain their visas for the trip, they
are going to Pakistan officially as “teachers” rather than as minis-
ters.

Nelson estimated from online research that only about 2 per-
cent of Muslim Pakistan has converted to Christianity but noted
that John, who was born into a Pakistani Christian family,
thought that number was much higher with many of the coun-
try’s new converts having to keep their newfound religious faith
and beliefs well hidden from public view and government scruti-
ny. Pakistan, considered America’s only true friend and ally
among the world’s Islamic countries, is also probably the only
country that would allow Christian crusades to take place inside
its borders.

Ironically, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has also been
in Pakistan for high-level meetings during the past week to dis-
cuss all the bombing attacks.

Nelson said the large group of ministers would be protected by
25-armed security guards at any one time to prevent possible hos-
tile disruptions of their services

This is the Nelson family’s first trip to a foreign country to con-
duct evangelistic services. Neither has been outside North
America before. Cary and Michelle both admitted to feeling a little
apprehensive with thoughts crossing their minds of what might
happen to them in a war-torn country where violence is the order
of the day. Cary Nelson said his heart is telling him to follow God’s
calling to do the mission and God will protect him and his family
from any harm. “It crosses your mind of what might happen but I
really haven’t worried about it. We’ll be fine.

“We're expecting God to manifest lots of miracles and healings
at our services,” said Nelson. Needless to say, son Decklyn will also
be having the experience of a lifetime. As an ORU student, Cary
Nelson said his son had to get permission from his dean of stu-
dents and each of his instructors to take time away from his stud-
ies to make the trip. Fortunately, ORU is well known for its world-
wide evangelical missions.

Nelson said it’s his understanding that all their meetings will
be videotaped and he will be bringing copies back to Trinidad for
viewing here as well as for distribution through their regular
video network.
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INNS & SUITES
WELLNESS HOTEL

Nacho Platter

over a bed of beans....

Chili Cheese Fries

Shrimp Cocktail

cocktail sauce...

Reuben

French Dip
Monster BLT
Turkey N’ Bacon
Philly Cheese Steak
Chicken Sandwich

Italian Meatball

Burrito

Bowl of Soup

Tortilla chips loaded with chicken or steak,
melted cheddar, blake olives and guacamole

An all time favorite, french fries with green
chili and melted cheddar cheese...

Large Tiger Prawns served with

Shaved deli style turkey mounded with bacon, lettuce,
tomato, and spread with guacamole...

Shaved sirloin piled high with green peppers and
onions melted with aged provolone...

Your choice of New England clam chowder or chicken noodle soup ...

Ole’s Cantina

Located inside the La Quinta Inn & Suites Wellness Hotel.
We cater to those who love fast fine food

2833 Toupal Drive * Trinidad )

719.845.0102 /

Open 6-10 pm nightly

/t /s recommend that you call for reservations of 6 or more

SNACKS g

N
Hot Wings
Spicy wings baked to perfection served with a
generous side of carrots, celery and your choice
$9.95 of blue cheese or ranch... $1/2 5.95 ' $9.95
Quesadilla
Tortilla stuffed with cheese, black olives, and

$7.95 green onions served with sour cream,
guacamole, and salsa. Add shredded chicken
or steak for $1.50... $8.95
$9.95 Battered Boomers
Beer battered mushrooms baked
to perfection... $5.95

SANDWICHES

All sandwiches served with your choice of Zapp's chips flown in from Louisiana

Pastrami piled high with sauerkraut, swiss cheese,
and Thousand Island dressing served on rye bread...

$9.95

Shaved sirloin steak piled high and melted swiss on
our french bread served with a side of our hot au jous ...

$9.95

Stacked with a generous serving of bacon, lettuce,
tomato and mayo on top of Texas toast...

$8.95

$8.95 &

$9.95

wm

Grilled chicken breast served with swiss cheese,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo on Texas toast...

$9.95

Meatball slow cooked in our home-made marinara
sauce with provolone cheese...

A LITTLE EXTRA

$9.95

Your choice of chicken or shredded steak rolled with
beans and cheddar cheese smothered with green chili ...

$9.95

$4.95
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Methane gas controversy still
causes concern in Walsenburg

By Judith Kohler
Associated Press Writer

WALSENBURG, Colo. (AP)
— Bernice and Jerry Angely
like to show visitors the singed
T-shirt a friend was wearing
when their water well exploded
and shot flames 30 feet high.

The friend wasn’t hurt. But
that and an explosion at anoth-
er home weeks earlier forced
Colorado to suspend natural
gas drilling around this south-
ern plains town until someone
could find out why dangerous
levels of methane were getting
into the groundwater.

Two years later, Walsenburg
and surrounding Huerfano
County are still waiting, its res-
idents caught in a collision
between two of the West’s vital
resources: Water and natural
gas.

“The water is so saturated
with methane and other chemi-
cals it is not to be used for
human consumption,” said
Bernice Angely, who’s had
water trucked to her home 10
miles west of town since her
well blew up in July 2007.

Petroglyph Energy Inc., a
Boise, Idaho-based firm that
has worked the rolling plains of
the Raton Basin since 1999, sus-
pended drilling until it can
stem the methane. Colorado
also is rewriting rules that had
allowed Petroglyph to dis-
charge water runoff from its
drilling into streams and
creeks.

But Petroglyph says it’s not
clear the drilling caused the
methane leaks or prompted
other area water wells to run
dry. Eying what it calls an
extremely promising natural
gas field, it believes a shallow
water formation tapped by area
homeowners isn’t connected to
a deeper one pumped by the
company for its drilling opera-
tions.

Petroglyph chief operating
officer Paul Powell also believes
a growing number of new
homes in the area could explain
some of the dry water wells.

“We’ll do what we need to
do,” Powell said, stressing that
his firm is working with the
state on a solution.
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In this photograph taken on Monday, Aug. 10, 2009, Melanie and
Ben Bounds stand next to a shed damaged when a build up of
methane blew off the roof on their land outside of Walsenburg, Colo.
Area residents are experiencing problems with their wellls since
drilling for natural gas started around the southeast Colorado com-

munity. (AP Photo/Judith Kohler)

Petroglyph has a plan to pre-
vent the flow of methane into
water wells by creating a
hydraulic barrier. The company
has proposed pumping water
from an underground forma-
tion and injecting it into a row
of wells where gas drilling
occurs. Powell said gas will
migrate into a void, and “if the
void is full of water, there isn’t
room for gas to migrate
through it.”

State regulators say the plan
is plausible but that Petroglyph
needs to prove it works.
Democratic U.S. Rep. John
Salazar, who farms in the near-
by San Luis Valley, has asked
the U.S. Geological Survey to
weigh in by evaluating the
area’s water quality and forma-
tions to determine if the gas
drilling is to blame for the prob-
lems.

Water coursing through
porous rock and streams has
allowed farming, ranching and
new subdivisions to thrive in
the semiarid area about 160
miles south of Denver.

It also helps trap methane
gas in the vast coal seams that
once made the area a mining
hot spot. The coal mines are
gone, but the methane that
made digging for it dangerous
is a wvaluable resource.
Companies like Petroglyph
pump huge volumes of water
out of the ground to relieve the
pressure trapping the natural
gas.

Steve Gunderson, director of
Colorado’s water quality con-
trol division, said Petroglyph
will have to build a water treat-
ment plant before it gets a new
permit to discharge water. The
old permit allowed Petroglyph
to release up to 8 million gal-
lons of water daily.

Fourth-generation dairy
farmer Brett Corsentino
blames the discharges into the
Cucharas River for ruining his
corn crops. He uses river water
to irrigate his crops just a few
miles east of the homeowners
having problems with their
wells. He says the high levels of
sodium in the wastewater has
diminished his soil’s ability to
absorb water and stunted the
corn’s growth.

“They say, ‘Well, there’s no
proof,”” Corsentino said. “Well,
we’d been getting along for gen-
erations just fine until they
started pumping 8 million gal-
lons out of this country.”

Corsentino also says his
herd suffered abnormally high
birth and death rates and now
numbers 400, down from 650. He
believes the cows consumed too
much sodium from the water
and corn grown from it. His
corn used to produce 6,000 tons
of silage; this year’s crop yield-
ed 1,500 tons.

However, Corsentino says his
herd is healthier and milk pro-
duction has increased since
drilling stopped.

“There’s an obvious direct,
substantial impact to Brett
Corsentino’s dairy,” the state’s
Gunderson said of the drilling.

Petroglyph paid for soil tests
on Corsentino’s farm. They
showed high levels of sodium
but that it also needed more cal-
cium, Powell said. Petroglyph
and Corsentino are discussing
possible treatments.

“We still don’t believe we
have liability for the situation,”
Powell said. “But we were will-
ing to help him fix his land and
get back to productivity.”

Ten miles west of

Walsenburg, a rushing sound
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emanates from a pipe that vents
methane from Ben and Melanie
Bounds’ water well. The pipe
was installed after a June 2007
explosion blew off a shed roof
covering the well.

The Bounds had moved from
Dallas to build what they call
their dream home atop a hill
with a breathtaking view of the
Spanish Peaks. They say their
problems started when
Petroglyph began drilling near-
by. They’re suing the company
and haul water from town to
their cistern.

“If T could run the clock
back, we’d have never tried
this,” Ben Bounds said.

“I had more methane coming
out of my water well than they
had out of any of their gas
wells. It sounded like a locomo-
tive going down the road,” said
Kent Smith, who also has a
methane detector in his house.
“The damage and the problems
they’ve caused have got to be
addressed, and they keep get-
ting pushed aside and forgotten
about.”

Petroglyph insists it’s a good
neighbor. Despite the methane
mystery, it’s trucking water to
14 area homes and has supplied
15 homes with methane alarm
systems.
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